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Together 2030 Reaction to the Zero Draft Resolution on the Follow up and Review of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the global level 
May 17 2016 

 
A “robust, voluntary, effective, participatory, transparent and integrated follow-up and review 
framework” (para 72, 2030 Agenda) will make a vital contribution to the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
Together 20301 (www.together2030.org) presents below its comments and inputs to the zero draft 
resolution on follow up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development . Those 
recommendations are based on the position paper Essential Elements for an ambitious, inclusive and 
participatory follow up and review of the 2030 Agenda. 
 

Key Comments: 
● On the number of voluntary national reviews  (OP 8): The resolution should encourages 

Member States to consider carrying out at least three voluntary national reviews at the high-
level political forum between now and 2030. The current proposal is too prescriptive and goes 
against the voluntary nature of national reviews at the HLPF and Member States should be 
encouraged and have the necessary space to report more often and not be limited to only two 
reviews from now until 2030. 

● On participation - The language on OP 12 is an extract of Para 14 of Resolution 67/290 and 
does not properly cover the breadth of the commitment towards the enhanced consultative role 
and participation of the major groups and other relevant stakeholders at the international level. 
We recommend adding the full language of Para 14 of 67/290 to balance OP 12 accordingly to 
the commitments also expressed on the 2030 Agenda. 

● On the proposed themes and sub-set of Goals (OP 4): We are concerned that the proposed 
themes and sub-set of Goals to be reviewed from 2017-2019 do not properly reflect the 
interlinkages and cross-cutting nature of the goals and tend to isolate them accordingly to the 
pillars of sustainable development. This may lead to unbalanced Ministerial Declarations that do 
not reflect the commitments of the 2030 Agenda. We recommend that the themes and sub-set 
of Goals are revised, going beyond the mere artificial allocation of goals accordingly to the 
sustainable development pillars. Allowing space for exploration of interlinkages between the 
goals will be key in every HLPF session. 

● On hosting meetings of the HLPF under the auspices of the ECOSOC even in years when the 
HLPF meets under the auspices of the General Assembly: It is extremely important to maintain 
the HLPF meetings under the auspices of ECOSOC even in years when the HLPF will also meet 
under the auspices of the General Assembly. The 2030 Agenda cannot afford to miss several 
years of national reviews (only held under the auspices of ECOSOC) and the cycle of reviews 
cannot be broken (OP 20).  

                                              
1 Together 2030 is a civil society initiative that promotes national implementation and track progress of 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. We aim to generate knowledge and project voices from different civil society and stakeholders 

around the world on the challenges and opportunities for the 2030 Agenda. We bring together actors to discuss the way to 

formulate and implement roadmaps at national level and hold governments to account at all levels.  

http://www.together2030.org/
http://www.together2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Essential-Elements-on-Follow-up-and-Review-Together-2030-FINAL-April-2016.pdf
http://www.together2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Essential-Elements-on-Follow-up-and-Review-Together-2030-FINAL-April-2016.pdf
http://www.together2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Essential-Elements-on-Follow-up-and-Review-Together-2030-FINAL-April-2016.pdf
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Specific Language Recommendations 

 Section/Paragraph Proposed Change What is the rationale for the proposed 

change? 

PP3. Recalling further its 
resolution 70/1 of 25 September 
2015, entitled “Transforming our 
world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development” wherein 

Member States committed to 
engage in systematic follow-up and 
review of the implementation of 
the Agenda in accordance with 
agreed guiding principles and 
asserted that the high-level political 
forum will have a central role in 
overseeing a network of follow-up 
and review processes at the global 
level, working coherently with the 
General Assembly, the Economic 
and Social Council and other 
relevant organs and forums, in 
accordance with existing mandates, 

PP3. Recalling further its resolution 70/1 of 25 

September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” wherein 

Member States committed to engage in systematic 

follow-up and review of the implementation of the 

Agenda in accordance with agreed guiding principles 

[ADD: , including to leave no one behind by focusing 

on the poorest, most vulnerable and those furthest 

behind,] and asserted that the high-level political forum 

will have a central role in overseeing a network of 

follow-up and review processes at the global level, 

working coherently with the General Assembly, the 

Economic and Social Council and other relevant organs 

and forums, in accordance with existing  mandates, 

Proposal to reinforce the commitment 

towards the principle of “leaving no one 

behind” and of focusing on the “furthest 

behind first”. 

OP 2 - Decides that, for purposes of 

the thematic reviews of progress on 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
at the high-level political forum, the 
sequence of themes for each four-
year cycle of the forum shall reflect 

OP 2 - Decides that, for purposes of the thematic 

reviews of progress on the Sustainable Development 
Goals at the high-level political forum, the sequence of 
themes for each four-year cycle of the forum shall 
reflect the integrated, indivisible, interlinked nature of 
the sustainable development goals and three 

Irrespective of the theme that will be 

discussed during the HLPF Session, it is 

important to consider it under the 

perspective of the “leave no on behind 

principle”. 
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the integrated, indivisible, 
interlinked nature of the 

sustainable development goals and 
three dimensions of sustainable 
development, including cross-
cutting issues as well as new  and 
emerging issues, and will serve as 
the lens through which to review all 
17 goals; 

dimensions of sustainable development, [ADD: as well 
as respect the principle of leaving no one behind,]  

including cross-cutting issues as well as new and 
emerging issues, and will serve as the lens through 
which to review all 17  goals 

The call made in this OP 2 is extremely 

important and should not be undermined 

by proposals of reviewing sub-sets of goals 

(OP 3 and 4) that do not respect the 

integrated, indivisible and interlinked 

nature of the SDGs. 

OP 3.Further decides that the high-
level political forum under the 

auspices of the Economic and Social 
Council, without prejudice to the 
integrated, indivisible, interlinked 
nature of the sustainable 
development goals, will discuss a 
set of goals at each session 
representing the three dimensions 
of sustainable development, with a 
view to facilitating an in-depth 
review on progress of all goals over 
the course of a four-year cycle, with 
the goal 17 discussed annually; 

OP 3. Further decides that the high-level political forum 

under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, 

without prejudice to the integrated, indivisible, 

interlinked nature of the sustainable development 

goals, will discuss a set of goals at each session 

representing the three dimensions of sustainable 

development, with a view to facilitating an in-depth 

review on progress of all goals over the course of a 

four-year cycle, with the goal 17 discussed annually 

[ADD: , while focusing on the interlinkages between all 

goals and targets every year;] 

Proposal aims at reinforcing commitments 

expressed on OP 2 and the need to review 

the interlinkages between the SDGs, 

regardless whether the Goals are being 

reviewed in a sub-set or all. The 

interlinkages must be addressed every 

time Goals are reviewed. 

OP 4 - Decides therefore that for 
the remainder of the current cycle 
of the high- level political forum 
under the auspices of the Economic 
and Social Council the themes and 
sets of goals shall be: 

  We welcome the proposal of reviewing 

Goal 17 every year. It is important that this 

Goal is not only reviewed as a 

“standalone” but also in its connections 

with the other revised goals and the 

extent to which it contributes to the 
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fulfillment of the other goals. 

§ 2017 Theme: Ensuring food 

security on a safe planet by 2030 

Set of focus goals: 1, 2, 6, 13, 14, 15 

and 17 

 We express our concerns that the 

proposed clustering of the goals does not 

include the necessary perspective of 

inclusiveness and human rights. For 

instance, the proposed set of Goals does 

not allow for the inclusion of the role of 

education and health in achieving food 

security. 

§ 2018 Theme: Making cities 

sustainable and building productive 

capacities 

Set of focus goals: 7, 8, 9, 11, 12 

and 17 

§ 2018 Theme: Making cities sustainable ADD: 

[accessible] and building productive capacities 

Accessibility is a key principle towards the 

commitment of leaving no one behind 

and, especially for persons with 

disabilities. The language on Goal 11 

consistently refers to cities being inclusive 

and accessible and considers 

commitments towards persons with 

disabilities. 

§ 2019 Theme: Empowering people 

and ensuring inclusiveness 

Set of focus goals: 3, 4, 5 10, 16 and 

17 

  The focus on people is welcome and 

should not be limited to the 2019 HLPF. 

All themes and sessions of the HLPF should 

have a strong focus on empowering 

people and leaving no one behind. 

Furthermore, when referring to people, 

language should be unpacked and list 

groups, including, for instance, children, 

young people, women, persons with 
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disabilities, etc. 

OP 6. Takes note of the 

preparations for the voluntary 
national reviews for the high-level 
political forum under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council 
in 2016 and encourages that 
experience gained from this and 
future sessions should be taken 
into consideration so as to ensure 
that the reviews are afforded 
appropriate organizational 
arrangements, bearing in mind 
that their aim is to facilitate the 
sharing of experiences including 

successes, challenges and lessons 
learnt; 

OP 6. Takes note of the preparations for the voluntary 

national reviews for the high-level political forum under 

the auspices of the Economic and Social Council in 2016 

and encourages that experience gained from this and 

future sessions should be taken into consideration so as 

to ensure that the reviews are afforded appropriate 

organizational arrangements, bearing in mind that their 

aim is to facilitate the sharing of experiences including 

successes, challenges and lessons learnt. ADD: 

[Outcomes from these experiences shall be made 

publicly available and accessible, including to major 

groups and other relevant stakeholders in accordance 

with resolution 67/290.] 

Lessons learned with the reviews should 

be made publicly available to support and 

improve the next round of volunteer 

countries. 

OP 8. Encourages Member States to 

consider carrying out two voluntary 
national reviews at the high-level 
political forum between now and  
2030; 

OP 8. Encourages Member States to consider carrying 

out [ADD: at least three] two voluntary national 

reviews at the high-level political forum between now 

and 2030; 

All countries should be encourage to 

volunteer for at least three national 

reviews between 2016-2030, aligning 

them with national development plans. 

Reviewing national reports could be done 

in parallel streams, allowing for more time 

and space for comprehensive discussions 

at the global level on country situations, 

and to avoid being limited by the eight 

official meeting days currently mandated 

for the HLPF. 
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The wording “at least” respects the 

voluntary nature of national reviews at the 

HLPF. 

OP 9. Requests the Secretary-
General to update, as appropriate, 
the voluntary common reporting 
guidelines as provided for in the 
annex to the report on critical 
milestones towards coherent, 
efficient and inclusive follow-up 
and review at the global level, and 
to make them available to 
Member States as a reference tool 
in the preparation for voluntary 
national reviews. 

OP 9. Requests the Secretary-General to update, as 

appropriate, [ADD: and in consultation with member 

states, major groups and other stakeholders]  the 

voluntary common reporting guidelines as provided for 

in the annex to the report on critical milestones 

towards coherent, efficient and inclusive follow-up and 

review at the global level, and to make them ADD: 

[publicly] available to Member States as a reference 

tool in the preparation for voluntary national reviews 

Voluntary guidelines should be reviewed 

in consultation with member states, major 

groups and other stakeholders and should 

be made publicly available to all – not only 

to governments, which is in line with 

67/290. 

OP 10 Reaffirms that follow-up 

and review at the regional and 
subregional levels can contribute 
to follow-up and review at the 
high-level political forum and 
reiterates that Member States 
should identify the most suitable 
regional forum in which to engage; 

OP 10 Reaffirms that follow-up and review at the 

regional and subregional levels can contribute to 

follow-up and review at the high-level political forum 

and reiterates that Member States should identify the 

most suitable regional forum in which to engage; ADD: 

[furthermore encourages member states to conduct 

regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the 

national and sub-national level.] 

National level reviews (not only limited to 

the reviews to be presented at the HLPF) 

are not addressed in this zero draft 

resolution. If regional reviews are 

mentioned, then national reviews should 

also be referenced, especially considering 

Para 74a (70/1) “the outcome from 

national level processes will be the 

foundation for reviews at regional and 

global levels” 

OP 11. Also reaffirms that the 
meetings of the forum shall devote 

OP 11. Also reaffirms that the meetings of the forum 

shall devote adequate time to and will provide for 

Proposal focus on ensuring coherence with 

all existing modalities of review. 
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adequate time to and will provide 
for effective linkages with the 

follow-up and review 
arrangements of all relevant 
United Nations conferences and 
processes, including on least 
developed countries, small island 
developing States and landlocked 
developing countries as well as 
recognize the challenges faced by 
African countries and countries in 
conflict and post-conflict 
situations; 

effective linkages with the follow-up and review 

arrangements of all relevant United Nations 

conferences and processes, including ADD: [the 

outcomes of global review processes, such as the UPR, 

OECD, GPEDC peer review and mutual accountability 

processes,] on least developed countries, small island 

developing States and landlocked developing countries 

as well as recognize the challenges faced by African 

countries and countries in conflict and post-conflict 

situations 

OP 12. Reiterates its decision in 
resolution 67/290 that the forum 
shall be open to the major 
groups, other relevant 
stakeholders and entities having 
received a standing invitation to 

participate as observers in the 
General Assembly in accordance 
with the modalities set out in the 
same resolution; and further 
encourages in this regard, that in 
the organization of the meetings 
of the high-level political forum 
innovative arrangements 
including web-based interfaces 
should be considered so as to 
support the effective, broad and 

[ADD: Stresses the need for the forum to promote 

transparency and implementation by further 

enhancing the consultative role and participation of 

the major groups and other relevant stakeholders at 

the international level in order to make better use of 

their expertise, while retaining the intergovernmental 

nature of discussions, and in this regard] Reiterates its 

decision in resolution 67/290 that the forum shall be 

open to the major groups, other relevant stakeholders 

and entities having received a standing invitation to 

participate as observers in the General Assembly in 

accordance with the modalities set out in the same 

resolution; and further encourages in this regard, that 

in the organization of the meetings of the high-level 

political forum [ADD: transparent decision making 

Reflects full language of paragraph 14 

from A/RES/67/290. The partial language 

proposed in the zero draft does not 

properly cover the breadth of the 

commitment towards the enhanced 

consultative role and participation of the 

major groups and other relevant 

stakeholders at the international level. 

  
We also recommend language that 

encourage broader thinking regarding 

participation mechanisms. 
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balanced participation by region 
and by type of organization; 

innovative and accessible processes and tools, such as 

arrangements including] web-based interfaces should 

be considered so as to support the effective, broad and 

balanced participation by region and by type of 

organization [ADD: including for voices of children, 

young people, women and other groups.] 

OP 13. Reaffirms that the high-
level political forum shall be 
informed by the quadrennial 
Global Sustainable Development 
Report and the annual 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Report prepared by the 
Secretary-General in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations system and recalls that 
the intergovernmentally agreed 
conclusions and 
recommendations of the annual 
Economic and Social Council 
forum on financing for 
development and an annual 
summary of discussions by the 
co-chairs of the 
Multistakeholder forum on 
science, technology and 
innovation for sustainable 
development goals, as well as 

other relevant reports and 

OP 13. Reaffirms that the high-level political forum shall 

be informed by the quadrennial Global Sustainable 

Development Report and the annual Sustainable 

Development Goals Report prepared by the Secretary-

General in cooperation with the United Nations system 

and recalls that the intergovernmentally agreed 

conclusions and recommendations of the annual 

Economic and Social Council forum on financing for 

development and an annual summary of discussions by 

the co-chairs of the Multistakeholder forum on science, 

technology and innovation for sustainable development 

goals, as well as other relevant reports and documents, 

shall feed into the high-level political forum ADD: [and 

encourages the high-level political forum to seek and 

utilize, where appropriate, the services and 

cooperation of, and information provided by, 

international and intergovernmental bodies and non-

governmental organizations.] 

There should be an affirmative 

encouragement for the engagement of 

IOs, IGOs and NGOs at the global follow up 

and review of the 2030 Agenda. 
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documents, shall feed into the 
high-level political forum; 

OP 14. Reiterates the call to 
major groups and other 
stakeholders to report on their 
contributions to the 
implementation of the 2030 
Agenda and encourages the 
private sector and civil society to 
inform the United Nations of 
their commitments to implement 

the sustainable development 
goals as part of their contribution 
to follow- up and review; 

OP 14. Reiterates the call to major groups and other 

stakeholders to report on their contributions to the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda and encourages 

the private sector and civil society to inform the United 

Nations of their [ADD endeavours] commitments to 

implement the sustainable development goals as part 

of their contribution to follow- up and review; 

Civil society should be able to report on 

their “endeavours” to support the 

implementation of the SDGs but a clear 

distinction should be made as the 

“commitments” apply to governments. 

OP 16. Encourages coherence of 
the General Assembly and its main 
committees, the functional 
commissions of the Economic and 
Social Council and other 
intergovernmental bodies and 

forums with the work of the high-
level political forum toward the 
follow-up and review of the 
implementation of the Agenda and 
in this context encourages that 
quadrennial comprehensive policy 
review  takes  into account the 
2030 Agenda and sustainable 
development goals; 

ADD: 

16bis. Call on functional commissions and other 

intergovernmental bodies and forums (i) to contribute 

to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda; (ii) to this 

end, review their working methods and agendas in 

order to ensure that they address the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda within their respective area of 

expertise and mandate; and (iii) enhance the 

engagement of non-state actors in their work and 

ensure that all relevant actors have the opportunity to 

contribute; 

  

ADD: 

16ter. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that 

Proposed Para 16bis: The issue of the link 

between the HLPF and functional 

commissions, and other 

intergovernmental bodies and forums 

including those convened by specialized 

agencies is not properly addressed - even 

though paragraphs 11, 16 and 18 partly 

touch on this issue. Proposal originates at 

UN SG report, para 122. 

  
Proposed Para 16ter: 

Just simply placing the inputs from 

commissions, bodies and forums on an 

online platform will not allow for a proper 
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all inputs to the high-level political forum are 

presented in a concise and user-friendly format while 

ensuring that the status of such inputs is properly 

reflected. 

 

ADD: 

OP 16 quar –Reiterates that the HLPF will build on 

existing platforms and processes, where they exist, 

avoid duplication and respond to national 

circumstances, capacities, needs and priorities and 

commits to facilitate spaces to address issues related 

to marginalised groups and those furthest behind not 

currently covered by the existing eco-system. 

review of the content for those to be 

reflected in the HLPF outcomes. The 

current approach could discourage 

thematic bodies to make substantial 

thematic inputs to the HLPF. 

 

ECOSOC has created and facilitated spaces 

for most of the most marginalised and 

furthest behind population groups to 

ensure that particular attention to these 

groups be addressed in intergovernmental 

debates, discussions and overall global 

policymaking. Its efforts could be 

enhanced and amplified if a population 

group which the 2030 Agenda refers to 

often is also part of such efforts. 

OP 18. Invites the Economic and 
Social Council to consider 
scheduling its engagement with 
various intergovernmental bodies 
in order to support their 
contribution to the high-level 
political forum and decides to 
convene the biennial 
Development Cooperation Forum 
prior to the high-level political 
forum; 

OP 18. Invites the Economic and Social Council to 

consider scheduling its engagement with various ADD: 

[international organizations,] intergovernmental 

bodies [and non-governmental organizations] in order 

to support their contribution to the high-level political 

forum and decides to convene the biennial 

Development Cooperation Forum prior to the high-level 

political forum; 

The same should apply to non-

governmental organizations. 

OP 20. Decides, bearing in mind   It is extremely important to maintain the 
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the different roles of the high-
level political forum when 

meeting under the auspices of 
the General Assembly and when 
meeting under the auspices of 
the Economic and Social Council, 
that when meeting in the same 
year they shall be closely 
coordinated to avoid 
duplication, ensure coherence  
and provide for mutually 
reinforcing linkages; and decides 
further for these purposes that 
the high-level political forum 
shall only have one negotiated 
political declaration for that 
year. 

HLPF meetings under the auspices of 

ECOSOC even in years when the HLPF will 

also meet under the auspices of the 

General Assembly. The 2030 Agenda 

cannot afford to miss several years of 

national reviews (only held under the 

auspices of ECOSOC) and the cycle of 

reviews cannot be broken. 

  
About this document: 
This paper is issued on behalf of the Together 2030 Global Advocacy Working Group. The original draft 
was produced based on inputs collected online from May 10-12, 2016. A second round of review was 
opened from May 13-16, 2016. and revised by the Together 2030 Secretariat.  
  
The organizations listed below, as members of the Global Advocacy Working Group, were invited to 
collaborate and provide inputs to this document. Final text reflect the summary and collection of those 
inputs but not necessarily, the agreement or endorsement of those organizations on all proposals 
presented. 
  
Diversity of Opinion within civil society: 
Members of Together 2030 express and prioritize different aspects of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the SDGs and provide a broad range of views regarding its implementation and follow 
up. Members are united in the following objectives: 



 

12 

 To strengthen partnerships between civil society and stakeholders to support the effective 
implementation of Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. 

 To make the voices of people heard and have people holding governments accountable for the 
progress towards achieving Agenda 2030 and the SDGs at all levels. 

 
Together 2030 Global Advocacy Working Group (as of April 26 2016) 
Those organizations were consulted for the submission of inputs to the drafting of Together 2030 written contribution 
to the HLPF 2016. The final text reflects the summary of inputs collected but, not necessarily, the agreement o r 
endorsement of those organizations on all proposals presented. 
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